
 

Term 3     

 
  

WEEK 5 
 

Mon 13th – 19th Aug 
 
Fri Assembly Year 6R 
 
 Mrs Blakey → 

Principal’s 
Meeting 

 
WEEK 6 

 
Mon 20th – 26th Aug 

  
Mon So You Think You 

Can Play  -
Basketball Game 
2.15pm 

 
Tue Dance Fever 
 
 Class Mass Yr 5K 

and 1P at 
10.30am 

 
 Mrs Blakey and 

Mrs Cundell  → 
 Nthn APC Meeting 
 
 Board Meeting 

7.00pm 
 
Wed Year 5K - 

Anointing Mass 
  

Fri Assembly Yr 2N 
 
Sat MACKILLOP 

FETE 
 
Sun Opti-Minds 

 
  
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Newsletter No: 5             Wednesday, 15 August, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Being part of a Catholic School Community, you would realise the importance of prayer in our lives. 
It’s about taking time out from the ‘busyness’ of life to be still, be quiet and to reflect. The children 
pray in their classrooms each day, we pray at our staff meetings, P&F meetings and board meetings. 
As staff we also gather each Friday morning at 8.00am to pray which is an important and special 
time for us. Each week I come away from these gatherings with something to ponder and to 
acknowledge. 
 
I am grateful to my parents who instilled in me the importance and power of prayer and nurtured in 
me the strong faith I have today. I now work to instil this in my own children. We try to reflect on our 
day at night either before bed, or before we eat, to talk about what we are thankful for from our day.  
As a family, take some time each day to strengthen your relationship with God through prayer. I 
would like to share with you the following reflection which is all about being thankful - something we 
need to be each and every day. 
 
 

BE THANKFUL 
 

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. 
If you did, what would there be to look forward to? 

Be thankful when you don’t know something. 
For it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

Be thankful for the difficult times. 
During those times you grow. 

Be thankful for your limitations. 
Because they give you opportunities for improvement. 

Be thankful for each new challenge. 
Because it will build your strength and character. 

Be thankful for your mistakes. 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary. 
Because it means you’ve made a difference. 
It is easy to be thankful for the good things. 

A life of rich fulfilment comes to those who are also thankful for the setbacks. 
GRATITUDE can turn a negative into a positive. 

Find a way to be thankful for your troubles and they can become your blessings. 
 

---Author Unknown--- 
 



 
 

 
BOOK WEEK DRESS-UP 

FRIDAY 24TH AUGUST 

 
 
Each year the Children’s Book Council of Australia brings children 
and books together with the celebration of Children’s Book Week. 
This year’s theme is “Find Your Treasure.”  
 
Promoting reading at home can make a big difference to the 
development of literacy skills. Next Friday 24th 
August children are invited to come dressed 
as their favourite book character.  Also, bring 
your favourite book to school to share with 
your friends and teachers. We will have a 
parade of book characters during assembly on 
Friday morning. I encourage all parents to 
make reading an important part of your 
household routines. It is a wonderful opportunity to spend time with 
your children and model an important skill. Happy Reading! 

FATHER’S DAY STALL 
 
The P&F will be holding a Father’s Day stall for our students to 
purchase gifts. The stall will be held on Friday 31st August.  Gifts will 
range in price from $2 to $5. Gift bags are also available for 
purchase for $1. 

 

 
 

 

FAMILIES LEAVING 

As our total enrolment drives many aspects of our school (staffing, 
budget, class sizes and structure) it is important that we try to be as 
accurate as possible in predicting the school enrolment for 2019. If 
you know that you will be leaving at the end of the year could you 
please notify the office as soon as possible? Your assistance with 
this matter is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

MOBILE PHONES   
 

It is part of our school policy that students 
require written permission to have a 
mobile phone at school. Parents are 
asked to write a note to Mrs Blakey to 
inform her that their child will have a phone at school. 
All mobile phones are to be dropped into the office, named and 
switched off before school and picked up after school. NO MOBILE 
PHONES ARE TO BE KEPT IN STUDENT’S BAGS OR THEIR 
DESKS EVEN IF THEY ARE SWITCHED OFF. Phones cannot be 

accessed during school hours. The school accepts no responsibility 
for loss or damage to mobile phones which are not handed in. 
Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

 

 

EISTEDDFOD – TENTATIVE DATES 
 

MacKillop has always been a supporter of the Mackay Eisteddfod. 
This year we have all year levels entering the Choral speaking 
competition. The Eisteddfod Association has released tentative 
dates; however, is still subject to change:  
 
Tuesday 23rd October 2018  

- Year 1A Choral Speaking  

- Year 2A Choral Speaking  

- Year 6 Choral Speaking   
 
Wednesday 24th October 2018  

- Prep Choral Speaking 

- Year 2(B) Choral Speaking  

- Year 5 Choral Speaking  

- Year 4 (A) Choral Speaking  
 
Thursday 25th October 2018  

- Year 1 (B) Choral Speaking  

- Year 3 Choral Speaking  
- Year 4 (B) Choral Speaking 
 
As you can see, there are different sections for various age groups. 
Once we have a confirmed schedule we will communicate what 
section and time our year levels are in. 

 

PRAYERS 
 
 Please remember Helen Privett who is 
currently away recovering from surgery. We pray 
for a speedy recovery for Helen. 
 Please also remember Anna Kurylko (Allison 
Blakey’s mother) who is unwell at this time and receiving treatment. 
 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is sick within our 
community, we pray for God’s healing and restoration.  

 

STAFFING CHANGES 
 

This week Helen Privett is in Brisbane recovering from back surgery. 
She will be on leave for the remainder of this term. Mrs Jean Geiger 
will be teaching Year 6PG full time whilst Mrs Privett is away. We 
thank Mrs Geiger for working these extra days. During this time Mrs 
Lauren Williams will be teaching The Arts every Wednesday for 
Prep to Year 4 and Jade Scott will teach Years 5 & 6 The Arts on a 
Tuesday.   
 

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 
 

Unfortunately, our school Counsellor Katrina Dunn will be on leave 
for the remainder of the year. Karen Morley will be covering for 
Katrina during this time. Karen will work at MacKillop every 
Wednesday. If you would like your child to see Karen please 
complete a referral form which can be obtained from the office. If 
your child was already seeing Katrina then the service will continue 
but with Karen in the role. If you do not wish for your child to 
continue seeing the counsellor please let the office know. 
 

 
STUDENT PROTECTION CONFERENCE 

  
Last week Kristy Cundell and I attended the Student Protection 
Conference in Rockhampton. This is a mandatory conference for all 
our designated Student Protection Officers. Kristy, Helen Privett - 
APRE and I are the student protection officers for our school, and 
Donna Raison for OSHC. All of our staff, as well as relief teachers, 
are in-serviced annually on the student protection guidelines, how to 
identify children at risk and the processes that must take place 
should a concern arise. Student Protection is of the highest priority 
for our Catholic Education Office, so much so that they have gone 
from one person overseeing Student Protection issues for many 
years to now having a team of three, as well as employing 
counsellors for each of our schools. Keeping our children safe at 
MacKillop is the top priority for us as well and we do everything in 
our power to provide a safe environment for all our children.  
 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media.worldbulletin.net/news/2014/05/05/prayer-religion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&h=480&w=640&tbnid=w0fcwbzBWDf6cM:&zoom=1&docid=tq7hNmXk0nXhCM&ei=UdL-VPnrHoT58QXciYLgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygWMBY


 

 
The Assumption of Our Lady  

 

15th August 
 

 
Today, Wednesday August 15, the Church celebrates the Feast Day 
of the Assumption of Our Lady when, according to our faith, the Holy 
Mother, "having completed her course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory". 
 
Although defined as an article of faith by Pope Pius XII just over half 
a century ago, the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven has been 
accepted from back to the earliest of Christian times. 
 
The Assumption signals the end of Mary's earthly life and marks her 
return to heaven to be reunited with Jesus. While the bodies of both 
Jesus and Mary are now in heaven, there is a difference between 
the Assumption and the Resurrection. Where Jesus arose from the 
tomb and ascended into heaven by his own power, Mary's body was 
taken up to heaven by the power of her Son. 
 
For this reason, we use different words to describe each event. One 
is the Ascension of Christ and the other, the Assumption of Mary.            
www.sydneycatholic.org   
Catholic Communications, Sydney Archdiocese, 12 Aug 2011 

 

SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM! 
 

The New Sacramental Program will commence next term for those 
wishing to prepare for the sacraments of Reconciliation, 

Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 

 
Take some time to reflect on where Jesus has been in your life 

today.   
 

 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to their Elders 

and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

 

 

Jesus Lives in our Hearts - Forever!

Congratulations to Addison Gauci 5K, who participated in the 
Proserpine Horse Sports over the weekend. Addison placed 2nd in 
one of her events in her sport. Well done Addison  
 

 

 
 

Book Week 18th – 24th August 

 
This year the Book Week theme is 

‘Find your Treasure’ 
 

Our Book Week Parade will be held on Friday 24th August, 
2018 at Assembly. 

 
Students are invited to come dressed as their favourite book 
character along with their book to share with their friends and 

teachers. 
 

 
 

I look forward to seeing you all there. 
Marie Schembri 

Library Coordinator 
 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 17/08 Ashleigh Lindner 
  Karey Derdziak 
  
  Wed  22/08 Jo Reid 
  HELP IS NEEDED 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 

AUGUST SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
  

BACON AND EGG BURGER (with BBQ sauce) $3.00 each 

 
 

 
Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 

and remember to write your child’s name and class on their bag so 
their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org/


 
Prep J Oliver Paskins 

 For always listening and participating every week 
in our Dance Fever lessons.  You are respectful to 
the instructors.  Your dance moves are precise. 

 Cooper Radford 
 Congratulations on a super effort put into all your 

Prep activities.  You are positive and happy to do 
all tasks.  Proud of you Cooper. 

1P Bailey Lankin 
 I can see that you are trying really hard to improve 

your handwriting this term.  It is great to see you 
making sure that your letters are formed correctly 
and that they are written neatly in the red and blue 
lines.  Great work Bailey! 

 Asher Mitchell 
 I am so proud of the way you have been trying to 

remember to concentrate carefully when you are 
writing.  It has been lovely to see you building your 
stamina and adding plenty of detail to your writing.  
Keep up the super effort Asher! 

2D Tayla Crofts 
 Tayla, this week you are Student of the Week for 

your determination towards ‘two times tables’.  At 
first you found it hard to understand, but because 
you were listening and trying your best, you now 
understand.  Awesome work Tayla! 

 Matilda Donald 
 Matilda, you have been a very busy worker in 

Year Two.  After your two week holiday, you tried 
very hard to catch up on new work and finish class 
work in a set time.  You are setting a great 
example to others by demonstrating a positive 
attitude towards all tasks. 

2N Kiara O’Keeffe 
 For working so well in Maths Rotations this week. 

You have very capably worked on your 
Mathematics learning goal of telling the time to the 
quarter hour. You have also learnt your 2 times 
tables number facts so quickly. Well done Kiara! 

 Riley Titlow 
 For terrific work in reading groups this week Riley, 

you have been able to use different strategies to 
show your comprehension of the book and you 
have been able to assist others in your group too. 
Fantastic work! 

3CR Evie Ledwy 
 Good work!  You have shown persistence through 

the number and variety of poems you have 
produced this week.  Well done! 

 Lillee Taylor 
 Good work!  You have shown persistence through 

the number and variety of poems you have 
produced this week.  Well done! 

4C Amelia Hokins 
 I love the effort you have applied to touch typing 

this week. It was great to see you using the 
correct fingers for each key when typing up your 
information report. Keep it up Amelia! 

 Jacob Sharpe 
 I love how you’ve tried hard to edit your 

information report for spelling and punctuation 
errors this week Jacob. You’ve also put a greater 
effort into keeping your materials organised this 
term. Keep up the awesome work! 

4M Belle Frost 
 For the wonderful effort you put into your oral 

presentation on an endangered animal – ‘Who Am 
I?’  You spoke clearly, rarely used your palm cards 
and had good eye contact with your audience.  
The clues you gave were cleverly worded and 
kept us guessing.  Well done Belle! 
 
 
 

 Tessa Pirie 
 For your wonderfully consistent approach to 

constructing an information report.  You accepted 
constructive feedback well and worked hard to 
make sure you had all the necessary elements.  
Awesome work Tessa! 

5K Addison Atkinson 
 For your eagerness and enthusiasm with using 

Spelling City to help you learn your weekly 
spelling words.  Your results were pleasing. 

 Addison Gauci 
 You are to be commended for your efforts during 

our research activities.  Addi, you always switch 
from subjects with ease and without disruption.  
You are amazing. 

6PG Cooper Garnham 
 For the way you engaged in the ‘Mini Vinnies’ 

presentation on Wednesday.  You listened 
carefully, considered the information presented 
and made some insightful comments on social 
justice.  Excellent work, Cooper! 

 Monaeia Smith 
 For the way you have persevered with our work on 

fractions and decimals this term.  You ask for 
clarification when you are not sure and practise 
concepts independently.  Fabulous effort Monaeia! 

6R Mia Cundell 
 The PowerPoint and iMovie you produced to 

support your Book Review oral presentation for 
your book, ‘Girl on Pointe’, was amazing!  You 
chose a mixture of shots to create visual interest 
and you used music to create mood.  I loved that 
you showed how reading the book has inspired 
and motivated you through your use of quotes! 

 Matilda Richards 
 You were very clever to start your book review 

oral presentation with a question, which was 
presented again at the end of your oral for us to 
answer.  You set up a very thoughtful book display 
as well.  I love that you speak with excellent 
volume so that you can be easily heard and 
understood. 

PE Award Tayla Crofts 
 For your outstanding effort in OzTag this week.  It 

was great to see you apply yourself in PE.  Well 
done Tayla! 

 Mikayla Green 
 For your outstanding OzTag skills this week.  Well 

done Mikayla! 

 
                

  
 Aug 14 Hunta Eddison 
  14 Lilly-May Finucan 
  17 Owen Anderson 

18 Andre Rosales 
  19 Flynn Bailey 
  19 Vanessa Donald 
  
 
      
 
  



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

 

 

Our office display this fortnight is from Year 2D. What a lovely 
display brightening up our office. Please come in and have a look. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

PARENT SURVEY 

The P & F needs your help!  

Over the coming weeks, P & F representatives will be asking you to 
participate in a short survey to help improve parent engagement. 
Your answers will be used to make improvements in our approach 
and get a better understanding of how we can improve our school 
community. 

 DATE CLAIMERS 

20th August – Fete Meeting 
25th August – MacKillop FETE 
31st August – Father’s Day Stall 
 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Remember to check out the MacKillop P & F page on the 
website where you can find our contact details and the latest 
meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

 
REQUEST FOR LOAN OF ITEMS FOR FETE 

 
Our Fete is set for August 25th this year and in an effort to make it a 
great success and raise funds for the MacKillop P&F committee, we 
are asking our families to help with loans of certain items.  
 
If you have access to any of the following items and would be happy 
to loan them for the use of the fete then please let Jacqui Sherry 
know in the office or email: Jacquelyn_Sherry@rok.catholic.edu.au 
We thank you again for any support you can offer. 
 

 Outdoor Gazebo pop up tents – 3x3m or larger 

 Extension Leads and power boards 

 Party lights and fairy lights 

 Trestle tables 

 Hay/Cane bales – to help create carnival theme and use as 
seating in picnic area 

 
 

CORFLUTE FETE STREET SIGNS 

 
Do you have a spot on a fence, a main road, somewhere lots of 
people will see… to place one of our corflute advertising signs for 
our fete? If you do… please collect a sign from the office.  We will 
have a register at the office also so we know where the signs will be 
displayed. We want to cover as much area as possible to get the 
word out. Please keep in mind it will also be necessary for you to 
collect the corflute sign after the fete and return it to the school. 
 

FETE FLYERS 
 
Our flyers for the fete have been printed and are now available.  If 

you are able to deliver some in your street, please visit the office to 

collect the flyers and tick off the street that you will deliver to.  It 

would be appreciated if as many families as possible help out.  It 

makes a massive task easy if we spread it around.   

 
RIDE ARMBANDS 

 

You will have received a form to fill out for the Ride Armbands.  

Once dropped into the office, we will endeavour to have your 

receipts sent home as soon as possible.  Please do not lose these 

receipts, they will need to be bought along to the Fete to swap out 

for your armbands. Rides include; 

 

DROP ZONE 

KING FLYER 

CRAZY WAVE 

TEA CUPS 

SUPER SLIDE 

JUMPING CASTLES 

 

School Fete Monster Raffle Ticket 
 

Thank you to those families who have already sold their raffle tickets 
and have collected more books! There are more books available 
from the office. The tickets are $2 each and each book contains 10 
tickets.  It would be appreciated if you can return the raffle ticket 
book together with all money ($20 per book) to the office as soon as 
possible.  Any unsold raffle books are also to be returned to the 
office by 24th August please. 

 
There will be great prizes for the top three students/families who sell 
the most tickets/books so please do your best to help.  The winning 
families will get the choice of a voucher from Smiggle, Rebel, Myer 
or QBD bookstore. The prizes are: 
 
1st Prize - $75 voucher  
2nd Prize - $50 voucher  

3rd Prize - $25 voucher 





 
Are you helping with the baking for the cake stall?  

Here are some recipes that might be useful! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                                                         
                    

 

                                 

      FETE NEWS 
 

 

RAFFLE BOOKS 
It has been checked, and the number of books currently sold between 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place is EXTREMELY CLOSE! Keep up the great EFFORT! 

 
 

TICKETS ON THE NIGHT 
 

Bottle Stall $1 / ticket 
 

Sputnik $2 / ticket 
 

Chocolate Toss 50c / 
ticket 

 
BRING YOUR SMALL 

COINS AND WIN!! 

CORFLUTE FETE 
STREET SIGNS  

 
FETE FLYERS 

Volunteers are still urgently 
needed to distribute these. 
Please see the office staff 

today to collect. 

 BILLS AMUSEMENT RIDES 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASS STALLS still need lots of help 
Is your name on a Roster?? 

 

Prep J Show Bags and Glow Products  

1P Ham Wheel  

2D & 2N Cake Stall 

3CR Wine and Cheese Club  

4C & 4M Cent Sale and Raffle  

5K Bottle Stall  

6PG & 6R Hot Food Stalls 

Staff Sputnik and Chocolate Toss 

EXTRA HELP  
NEEDED: Please 

let us know 
where you can 

help 

 MASSIVE JOB WITH SET UP AND PACK UP – 
STARTING Friday 24th/Saturday 25th and 
Packup after 8pm Saturday and Sunday 26th  
 

Unlimited RIDE 

Armbands 
Do you have yours yet?? 

$30 Prepaid at the office  
or $35 on the day.  

 

ONLY 10 

SLEEPS!! 

 
CAKE STALL BAKING 
Please start thinking about 
items you could make to 
contribute to the Year 2 
CAKE STALL. These will 
need to be supplied already 
packaged e.g. on a sturdy 
disposable plate covered 
with glad wrap. All items will 
need to have a sticker 
attached listing the 
ingredients. Closer to Fete 
day, we will advise where 
these items can be left. 
 

 

 



 


